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TAYLOR HARRISON
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Alex Downing may be leaving
his position at the College Heights
Foundation, but the job is staying in
the family.
The announcement was made on
Tuesday that Donald Smith, Downing’s nephew who previously worked
in the alumni office, will take over as
president of the foundation. The College Heights Foundation is responsible for distributing scholarships to
many WKU students.
Downing is leaving the job for
Franklin Bank & Trust, a corporate
partner of the university. Downing
said Smith is an excellent choice for
the job.
“We took a great step up and made
a great upgrade when we hired Donald Smith,” Downing said.
Although he will no longer serve as
president, Downing will remain on
the foundation’s Board of Directors.
Smith said he has worked closely
with the foundation as associate vice
president for advancement and executive director of the WKU Alumni
Association.
“I’ve seen what they’ve been able to
build and the tradition that has been
here,” Smith said. “…I see the difference that it makes in people’s lives
SEE SMITH PAGE 2

House Speaker
won’t support
higher ed
funding

“This major can be very stressful when finals come,” Bowling Green senior John Perry, a graphic design major, said. Perry’s
finals started this week because of projects he must work on for his exam. CONNOR CHOATE/HERALD

Finals week woes hit
students too soon
ALLISON GOODAN &
LIZ GEIMAN
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

You’ve had too little sleep, and
too much coffee. Every seat in
the computer lab is taken, the library is bustling and sweatpants
have become trendy. You knew
this was going to happen, but
somehow you managed to put it
off once more.
It’s almost finals week at WKU

“I’m kind of in the heat of it
right now,” said Bowling Green
senior John Perry.
The 24-year-old is majoring in
art and has had his fair share of
work this week. His biggest project is a 30-second Pixar-style 3-D
animation.
“It takes the whole semester,”
Perry said.
The program is too expensive
for students to buy, so all work is
completed in FAC.
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Each Friday, the College
Heights Herald brings you a
story inspired by a letter of
the alphabet.

“You have to render it, which
takes six hours for 10 seconds of
animation,” he said.
In the case of his 30-second
project, it will take 18 hours to
render.
“Right now, there’s all these
signs taped up under the computers saying ‘please don’t log
out’,” Perry said.
Perry only got three hours of
SEE MISERY PAGE 2

SHELBY ROGERS
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

The Kentucky
House Speaker
is reigniting the
fight to add another state university.
Rep.
Greg
Stumbo, D–Prestonburg, said
in an interview
with Kentucky
STUMBO
Public Radio that
Represenative
he won’t support
any extra funding for higher education until the
University of Pikeville becomes a
public university.
“I can’t go home and look my constituents and look my neighbors in
the face and say to them I did something to help these other universities
when our kids aren’t getting the same
educational opportunity,” he said to
Kenny Colston of Kentucky Public
Radio last month.
Later that week, Stumbo clarified
his statement.
“I want to be clear that I don’t speak
for everyone,” Stumbo said to Kentucky Public Radio. “My comments
were centered on my role as a legislator who sees a disparity in the
way students I represent are treated
when it comes to higher education.
SEE STUMBO PAGE 2

Open forums
held for bi-term
proposal
SHELBY ROGERS &
CAMERON KOCH
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Discussions continue between Provost Gordon Emslie
and faculty and staff regarding bi-terms at WKU, which
led to Emslie creating forums
that would address faculty
concern and answer questions.
Emslie estimated more than
100 people in attendance at
the forum Tuesday afternoon
for Potter College of Arts and
Letters.
“The faculty expressed
some very valid concerns regarding the appropriateness
of the accelerated learning
model, both with respect to
the requirements of various
courses and to achievement
of course learning outcomes

in general,” Emslie said in
an email. “There was some
concern about the ability to
schedule both semester-long
courses and bi-term courses
concurrently in a given semester. Issues regarding faculty workload distribution
under a bi-term teaching
schedule were also brought
up.”
The forums are held with
each of the colleges, and staff
involved with advising, retention programs, housing and
other areas of student life are
also encouraged to attend
a forum, Tucker Davis, Faculty Welfare and Professional
Responsibility
Committee
Chair, said in an email to all
staff.
Student
Government
SEE BI-TERMS PAGE 2

'Tis the season to recycle

A Christmas tree made completely of recycled material stands 12 feet tall on the third level of the Service/Supply building. It is made of aluminum cans,
plastic bottles and old computers. The tree was created for America Recycles Day and remains up for
the holiday season. JON HERNANDEZHERALD
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SAT. 66˚/ 55˚

PIN UP GIRLS
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LGBTQH ASSAULT
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SALUKIS
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DUC renovations, construction projects continue over break
KAYLA SWANSON
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

While next week signals the
end of the semester and the
beginning of winter break for
faculty and students, renovation of the Downing University
Center will continue over the
break.
The construction is still in
Phase 1, with renovations
happening on the Avenue of
Champions side.
Construction won’t be completely finished until summer
2014, but project manager
Dan Chaney said he has been
impressed with the contractor
so far.
“It’s not been without its
challenges, but we’re proud of
the progress,” Chaney said.
Bryan Russell — director of
planning, design and construction — said the renovated
DUC will be a key feature on

campus.
“This is the social heart of
WKU right here, and when
it’s finished, it’s going to be
a ‘wow’ factor,” Russell said.
“You’re going to walk in, and
you’re going to go, ‘Wow, this is
really, really, really good.’”
Russell said DUC is being put
back together, with exterior
steel going up, groundwork
being laid and new utilities going into the building.
In addition, Chaney said the
floors of DUC have been renamed as ground, first, second
and third to make navigation
easier.
One feature of the ground
floor is the WKU Store, which
will have a new outside entrance, Chaney said.
“It will be great for football
game days,” he said. “Fans
can come right over, cross the
street and go right into the
store.”
Above the WKU Store will be

STUMBO

SMITH

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
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"Because of that, I personally cannot, in good
conscience, support more funding until I think
this issue is resolved.”
President Gary Ransdell said if UPike became
the ninth public university in the state, there
could be hard-felt financial repercussions to current state schools, including WKU.
“If you add a ninth public university, there’s
only so much money,” Ransdell said. “It would
cost all the universities significant revenue if the
higher education budget was cut 10 ways instead
of nine ways — the eight public universities and
KCTCS. You’re just diluting the purchasing power of that state dollar, and I’m not sure that’s the
best solution. There are other ways to serve the
needs of students in that region.”
Ransdell said he was surprised to read about
Stumbo’s recent statements.
“I thought that issue was addressed in the last
session with a scholarship program for students
in that region,” Ransdell said. “By his assessment,
the agreed-upon solution may have been insufficient, but his comments surprised me because
I thought a solution was achieved. But beyond
that, I can’t interpret that.”
At the next legislative session, the amount of
funding for higher education will probably not
be up for discussion because of the bi-annual
nature of the budget, Ransdell said.
Currently, UPike enrolls more than 1,860 students from 36 different states, according to the
university’s website. If added to the roster of public universities, it would join Eastern Kentucky
University, Kentucky State University, University
of Kentucky, University of Louisville, Morehead
State University, Murray State University, Northern Kentucky University and WKU, as well as the
KCTS schools throughout the state.
UPike would also become the smallest public
university, with 400 fewer students than the current smallest, Kentucky State University, which
has roughly 2,700 students enrolled, according
to KSU’s website.

BI-TERMS

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Association President Cory
Dodds said he and fellow SGA
senators will remain resolute in
their opposition to the bi-term
proposal.
“I plan to use my influence
on the Board of Regents and
University Senate to voice student opposition to the proposal
should it become necessary,
but I hope that Provost Emslie
will drop the idea following the

the new Fresh Food Company. The layout will remain the
same but will be redesigned
and have new equipment and
new food choices, Chaney
said.
Balconies in front of Fresh
Food Company are also going
up, Russell said.
“You’ll be able to go outside
and enjoy the view of the Avenue of Champions,” he said.
Construction on a new addition on the Centennial Mall
side of DUC called “Night
Class” will also begin over the
break.
Russell said it will be a place
for students to socialize.
“In the old days, it was a place
for activities, like they would
have bands and dancing and
student activities,” Russell
said.
The new DUC will also have
a Starbucks in front of the auditorium, with a balcony for
students to use, Chaney said.

and how it can change the trajectory of those students and the opportunities that it opens for them
in the future.”
Harriet Downing, Downing’s
mother and Smith’s grandmother,
said her son talked to her about
his decision to leave. Her husband, Dero Downing, served as
WKU president from 1969 to 1979,
as well as president of the College
Heights Foundation before Alex.
“I guess I was a little surprised,
but his dad had told him before
he died that if anything ever came
along that he felt would be beneficial, not to feel that he was being
disloyal to him or to the foundation or to the university,” she said.

MISERY

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
sleep one night because
of completing art projects. When asked about
the progress of his Pixarstyle film, he chuckled.
“I think it looks pretty
good,” Perry said. “I actually haven’t even started
rendering it yet. It’s going
to be terrible. I got to get
on that.”
Radcliff freshman Cindy Gilpin is experiencing
the stress of college finals
for the first time this se-

conclusion of his college forum
tour,” Dodds said in an email.
Faculty senate chair Mac
McKerral said the bi-term has
been “a difficult thing to get
your hands around” for a lot of
faculty, which is why the forums
should be able to help answer
some questions.
“It’s been kind of nebulous,
and so the provost will go out
with the forums,” he said.
McKerral said the push for
bi-term and attendance at the
forums could also be for the potential revenue the university
could gain from the switch.

The spiral staircases in the
center of the first floor of DUC
have been removed, and the
floor above where they were
will be cut out, Russell said.
“When you walk into the
building, you’re going to see
everybody from floors one
through three,” he said.
Russell said one challenge
during construction has been
having people still working
inside DUC. Other challenges
that come up are requests for
information.
“Most of it is about providing better information so that
things can be located properly,” he said. “Any time you do
renovation projects, there will
be questions that come up.”
Several other construction
projects will continue over
break as well.
Russell said the biggest project is the renovation of the
fourth floor of Cravens Library

“So, I think he could not have
made this decision if his father had
not told him this before he died.”
Kathryn Downing, Alex’s daughter, said his leaving the university
is bittersweet.
“I know he loves what he does
and he’s all about Western — our
whole family is,” she said. “But I
know he’s looking forward to doing something new, and it’s a good
opportunity, so we’re excited for
him.”
Ginny Hensley, director of alumni programming, has worked
closely with both Downing and
Smith for years.
“It’s a huge loss for the university
to lose Alex,” Hensley said. “He’s a
mentor to a lot of people on this
campus — he has been for years
and will continue to be. He is, in a
lot of ways, the WKU spirit to a lot

mester.
“I’ve got to do well on
these finals,” Gilpin said.
“There’s so much more
work than I’ve ever had
in high school, and it’s
just the first semester.”
With five finals, Gilpin
dedicates three to four
hours a night preparing.
Despite the heavy workload, she is optimistic
about next week.
“I’m aiming for B's and
C's,” she said. “I think I’m
going to be OK.”
Lexington
sophomore Jordan Kavanaugh

“I certainly think that part of
the reason why this has surfaced is because there might be
positive financial implications,”
McKerral said.
Dodds previously estimated
that under a bi-term plan, cost
of tuition for four years would increase to $40,440 from$33,888,
an additional $6,552.
Emslie stressed at Thursday’s
forum with Ogden College of
Science & Engineering that educational reasons drive the proposal.
“This is not driven by financial
concerns,” Emslie said.

into a Commons Area that will
be open when students return
from break.
The HVAC system on the
fifth floor of Grise Hall will be
replaced over break, and construction on the Augenstein
Alumni Center will continue
as well.
While renovations of the new
Office of Sustainability at 503
Regents Ave. won’t start over
break, Sustainability Coordinator Christian Ryan-Downing said she is in the research
phase of the project.
“I’ve just been meeting with
contractors and trying to figure out the very best practices,
what is the best installation to
use, what are the best windows
to get — that kind of thing,”
Ryan-Downing said.
Ryan-Downing said she is
also developing a budget for
the project by looking at the
different elements and how
much they will cost.

of people.”
While Hensley said she is sad to
see Smith leave the alumni office,
she is glad he won’t be going far.
“It is in his blood, and he will
continue what Alex has started
and do a very good job filling in Alex’s shoes,” she said. “If anybody’s
going to do it, Donald Smith is the
one to take it over.”
Downing also said it’s exciting to
keep the position in the family.
“Our family’s been fortunate to
be associated with this place for a
long time,” he said.
Smith said he’s hoping his transition into his new position is so
smooth that students don’t notice
it.
“All in all, the organization’s been
working great since 1923, and I
don’t have any wholesale changes
that I have in mind,” he said.

shares Perry and Gilpin’s
stress the week before
finals. Studying to earn
a degree in vocal performance, Kavanaugh said
the workload has increased dramatically in
the short time leading up
to finals.
“I
am
lackadaisical when the semester
starts,” she said. “Now
I really need to buckle
down.”
Buckling down will include hours of reading,
writing and memorizing,
which she said doesn’t
come easy to everyone.

“The hardest part is
studying,” Kavanaugh
said. “Some people don’t
know how to do it.”
Kavanaugh has her
own tricks for memorizing the loads of material,
which is critical to final
grades.
Once again, it seems
the end of the semester couldn’t come soon
enough.
“It’s really making me
hate my life,” Kavanaugh
said. “I want to get it over
with.”
Most students can relate.

For an interactive crime map
go to WKUHERALD.COM

Crime reports

A

• Spring Hill, Tenn., junior Amanda Short reported the
theft of her laptop computer from Academic Complex
on Dec. 5. The estimated value of the theft is $1,100.
• Lexington senior Logan Horral reported his front
bike tire stolen from the bike rack at Helm-Craven Library on Dec. 3. The estimated value of the theft is $50.
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opinion
COMMENTARY

SGA leaders support 'value added' grading scale

The executive cabinet of the Student
Government Association at WKU applauds and unanimously supports the
“value added” grading scale system recently introduced by provost and vice
president for Academic Affairs Gordon
Emslie. This measure will encourage
the student body to excel in their classes by rewarding students who achieve
at the higher range of the grading spectrum and who narrowly miss earning a
higher letter grade for the course.
Currently, the GPAs of WKU students
are calculated using quality points on a
scale from one to four: A, 4; B, 3, C, 2;
D, 1; F, 0. The proposed system would
add two additional categories: B+, 3.5
and C+, 2.5. Students who receive final
course grades of 87, 88 and 89 will re-

Tops &
Bottoms

ceive a B+, while students who receive
77, 78 and 79 will receive a C+.
We believe that this proposal will provide a more accurate portrayal of WKU
students on their academic transcripts.
The system’s incentives will make students more competitive on graduate/
professional school applications and
more lucrative to recruiters and admissions officers.
Emslie has taken the time to address
concerns that arose from an earlier
proposal (rejected by Barbara Burch,
the former provost), which embraced
a “plus/minus” system. By eliminating
the “minus” aspect, Emslie has ensured
that students will not be punished for
receiving an 81 or a 91 in their course as
in the previously proposed model.

TOPS to the Gary
t-shirts for selling
books back to the
WKU Store.

Many believe that our current grading
system does not accurately give credit
to students where it is due. For example, a student who receives an 89 in a
course will receive the same amount of
quality points (3) as a student who receives an 80. This body believes that an
89 is much closer to an “A,” and that the
“value added” system is a fairer way to
assess academic performance.
Other universities across that nation
have successfully integrated a “plusonly” grading system into their GPA
configuration. Knowing this, we thoroughly support the measure to move in
this direction. After a thorough analysis, we have not deduced any negative
ramifications that would affect students and their academic or profes-

BOTTOMS to being
ripped off with textbook buyback prices.

sional careers.
We encourage all students to support
this proposal and will work to see its
implementation at WKU.
Respectfully Submitted,

Cory Dodds, SGA president
Keyana Boka, executive vice president
Cain Alvey, administrative vice president
Travis Taylor, chief of staff
Drew Mitchell, director of public relations
Brittany Crowley, director of academic and student affairs
Sarah Hazelip, director of information technology
Christopher Costa, speaker of the student senate

TOPS to finals week
being pretty easy.

BOTTOMS to this
week being harder
than finals.

The Reel: Top 10 movies of 2012

BEN CONNIFF

8. WRECK-IT RALPH

DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

10. PROMETHEUS

Disney’s latest animated feature is
about a villain from an 8-bit arcade
video game who, after 30 years of losing, decides he wants to be the hero for
a change. “Wreck-it Ralph” is a blast for
its nostalgia, sense of humor and wonderful animation. It has something for
gamers and non-gamers alike.

9. TED

Creative duo Drew Goddard and Joss
Whedon turn the familiar conventions
of horror movies on their head as this
film follows a group of college kids on
a weekend getaway to a creepy cabin
in the middle of the woods. “The Cabin in the Woods” cleverly maneuvers
around genre clichés with a dark sense
of humor that really needs to be seen
to be believed. It reminded me why I
love watching movies in the first place.

Editor's note: The Herald's movie reviewer sat through a lot of films this semester.
Some were better than others. Here are
his top picks of 2012.

“Prometheus” is a sci-fi adventure
about a team of explorers who make
an exciting discovery about the origin
of the human race. This film was billed
as a prequel to the beloved “Alien”
franchise. While “Prometheus” has
some very cool set pieces, gorgeous
cinematography, and solid acting performances, it’s ultimately too slow for
what I’ve come to expect from Ridley
Scott and the “Alien” movies.

The big-screen comedy debut of
“Family Guy” creator Seth MacFarlane
is about a man (Mark Wahlberg) who
befriends his live teddy bear. But “Ted”
isn’t warm and fluffy. It’s rude, crude,
raucous fun. After seeing it twice, I
think it’s more consistently hilarious
than “The Hangover.”

7. THE CABIN IN THE WOODS

6. THE RAID: REDEMPTION

In this action film, SWAT soldiers
encounter a gauntlet of thugs as they
make their way to the top of a high-rise
apartment building to arrest a ruthless
drug lord. Being that “The Raid” is a
foreign language film from Indonesia,

this movie features English subtitles
and a cast of unknown faces. It confirms my belief that some of the best
films in the world are not always manufactured by Hollywood.

5. SINISTER

The latest horror-thriller from director Scott Derrickson follows a true
crime novelist (Ethan Hawke) who uncovers some dark secrets that put him
and his family on a collision course
with a dangerous supernatural force.
Disturbing and downright scary, “Sinister” is the most terrifying movie I’ve
ever seen.

4. SKYFALL

The latest in the 50-year film saga of
James Bond is a harrowing entry that,
for the first time, provides insight into
Bond’s life before he became Agent 007.
It reveals much about the man behind
the fancy suits and gorgeous women.
It’s worth seeing if you’ve been waiting
for a dark, gritty James Bond grounded
in the same realism as Christopher Nolan’s “Dark Knight” movies.

out of retirement to don the cape and
cowl once again. I know fans tend to
put Heath Ledger’s Joker performance
and “The Dark Knight” on a pedestal,
but I think this one comes pretty darn
close.

2. MARVEL’S THE AVENGERS

This mega mélange of Iron Man,
Captain America, Hulk and Thor is
light on plot, but earns high marks for
sheer entertainment value. The payoff
at the end is also immensely satisfying, especially if you stay through the
credits.

1. LINCOLN

Steven Spielberg’s captivating period
biopic follows President Lincoln’s crusade to end the Civil War and get the
13th Amendment passed to abolish
slavery. Much funnier and more historically accurate than I anticipated,
“Lincoln” is a marvelously entertaining
feature that’s sure to be a major player
at the Oscars in February.

3. THE DARK KNIGHT RISES

In Christopher Nolan’s conclusion to
the Batman saga, Bruce Wayne comes

Ben Conniff is a Villa Hills
sophomore marketing major
with a minor in film studies. For
more of his commentary, follow
him on Twitter @thereelbennyc
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HERALD
CLASSIFIEDS

advertising@wkuherald.com
Classifieds Manager: Courtney Cook

FOR RENT
For rent: Clean three bedroom apt. near 13th
and Center. Close to Campus. $480 plus deposit.
No pets 846-2358

HELP WANTED
Part-time Law Clerk
Year round in personal injury law office.
Send resume and transcript to:
Attn: Law Clerk Position
607 E 10th Ave
Bowling Green, KY 42102
Forensics or Computer Investigation needed, pay
negotiable. 859-420-3918, 270-904-3219.
Call before 3 pm. Ask for Allison.
BUSINESS MANAGER
For PI Attorney.
BS degree or experience
in accounting/ medicare.
Students considered.
Full benefits. Resume &
transcript to
allyson@florastuart.com

High Powered Promotions
is seeking students to join
our production team.
We are looking for dynamic
people with these qualities:
Creativity
Leadership Skills
Set Design Skills
Script Writing Skills
Film Production Skills
Camera Operations Skills
Sound and Lighting Skills
Knowledge of all aspects of
commercial production
This is a paid position that
will build your resume for
future endeavors and could
possibly turn into a full
time position with High
Powered Promotions.
Contact HPP directly at
270.535.1693

Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false
claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution when answering ads,
especially when asked to send money or provide credit card information. The College
Heights Herald is not responsible for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.

8 days
:.8

until
graduation
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Across
1 Life and Risk
6 Pkg. markings
10 Yoda trainee
14 Lacking a point
15 __-dieu
16 Nativity scene animals
17 12
20 ID theft target
21 __-Aid
22 Memo lead-off
23 Our Gang word
spoken with a hand signal
25 Garage type
28 Spring growth
30 12
33 Detective Wolfe
34 Room with a remote
35 Yet again
36 Norwegian throne name
39 Color like aqua
41 1990s Expos manager
44 __ long way: help
considerably
46 Shooter ammo
49 12
54 Pointe balancing point
55 Versatile veggie
56 Go another way
57 Set up a Titleist, say
59 “Vamoose!”
61 Collector’s objective
62 What this puzzle’s
three identical clues
can represent
66 Ex-Dodger Hershiser
67 Revival meeting shout
68 Prefix in skin care
brand names
69 Rapids phenomenon
70 Cool one’s heels
71 Full of spunk

Down
1 Martini with an onion
2 Cox sitcom co-star
3 Influential
businessperson
4 Tolkien creature
with branches
5 Car radio button
6 City area associated
with affluence
7 Install beforehand,
as software
8 Org. with moles
9 Th.D.-issuing school
10 “Benny & __”: Depp film
11 Like many
commuter towns
12 “Indochine” Oscar
nominee Catherine
13 QB’s flub
18 Innocent’s claim
19 Publication sales fig.
24 Bad news upon
arriving at home?
26 Website with gadget
reviews
27 Super-duper
29 Morning moisture
31 South-of-theborder sun
32 Gift
37 Soil-related prefix
38 Racer A.J.
40 Kwik-E-Mart proprietor

Call (270
(270)745-2653 to sponsor a puzzlee today!

Tuesday's Crossword Solution
41 Do one’s part?
42 Bodysuit named for
a trapeze artist
43 Like the jack of hearts
45 Chagrined
47 Ones who make
you chuckle
48 Ones who make
you guffaw
50 Prom hairstyle
51 Natural gas component
52 “Continue ...”
53 Where work piles up
58 “Little” girl in
“David Copperfield”
60 Vegas figures
62 Fawning critter
63 Catch red-handed
64 “I didn’t need to
hear that,” in texts
65 Senator’s assent

College Heights Herald

,167$*5$00,(6
@SweetNeek270 — When is fresh free breakfast? I refuse to miss tht!
Highlight of finals! #WKU — SENT 12/5
@TheTitanTopper — #WKU = wet nurse. Nurture these coaches, just
to have them leave. #feelingseperationanxiety — SENT 12/5
@J_Hook14 — Lady next to me makes it sound like coach taggert is
headed to USF... Hope its not true. #Thatsucks #WKU — SENT 12/5
@dewayneneeley: We should see this
at least once a season. #WKU #Hilltoppers — sent 12/5

@turkeysub2011 — @CoachTaggart #WKU just showed you love.
#WhoHasItBetterThanUs? #NotUSF #GoTops — SENT 12/5
@CHHBradStephens — “We Want Willie” chant from a couple of dozen in the #WKU student section as football team introduced. — SENT
12/5
@BettyJane26 — If everyone’s grades on their finals are low this semester, I’m blaming it on the 600 degree library #toohottostudy #WKU
— SENT 12/5
@zach_cw — These crazy rumours about #WKU coach Willie Taggart
are giving me an ulcer #WKUprobz #SayItAintSo — SENT 12/5

@SpennySteele: Perfect background noise
while I study. #WKU sent 12/4

@melisas63 — For years Taggart has convinced us that “No one has it
better” Now we have to try to convince him of the same thing! #WKU
#TaggartStayHome — SENT 12/5
@TopperFanLuke — @TopperTalk I hear Taggart might be the 2nd
coming of Jesus! Who knew we were standing in his holy presence all
along! #WKU #CoachingSavior — SENT 12/5
@thedonvespe — Sometimes I wish that #WKU had a puppy room. I
want to play with the puppies before my exams next week. #ughfinals
— SENT 12/5
@hilcarhar — #itsfinalsweekbecause all of the night parking spots are
taken. MMTH is packed, and Helm is full. #WKU — SENT 12/4

@Kaybrooke3: Big Red Macaroon #wku
#french102 — sent 12/4

@TheGreatMacsby — Who do you think would win in a fight...William
Wallace or Gordon Emslie? #WKU — SENT 12/4
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LGBTQH harassment often goes unreported
ALLISON GOODAN
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

College campuses are often seen as havens with open
arms to any and every person
willing to learn. No matter the
race, ethnicity, religion, orientation or background of a
person, college campuses are
seen by the public as one of the
most tolerant communities.
This open-minded view isn’t
constantly present on college campuses, as prejudices
outside campus can bleed
through.
Last spring, Corbin senior
Kevin Worthy, who is a double
major in international affairs
and Asian culture, was writing
a late-night paper in Mass Media Technology Hall computer
lab with his boyfriend at the
time.
When he finished his paper,
the two held hands as they
started walking back to Worthy’s dorm in Northeast Hall
around midnight.
A truck drove by on Normal
Street with a group of males
yelling ‘faggot’ at them, as well
as other derogatory phrases
pertaining to homosexuality.
“One of them actually threw
a wrench,” Worthy said. “They
missed by two or three feet,
but I was furious that someone
had done that.”
It all happened within a matter of seconds, and before either could react, the truck was
gone. Worthy said he decided
not to report what happened
to the police because he didn’t
think it would resolve any-

CHIC CHICKS

thing.
A hate crime is a crime committed against a person based
solely on the person’s race or
orientation. This abuse can
range from verbal harassment,
such as name-calling, to violence — sometimes even murder. Hate crimes occur most
often against minorities such
as African-Americans, Latinos
and the LGBTQH (lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, queer
and HIV-affected) community,
according to the National Coalition of Anti-Violence Program.
Based on a study done by the
NCAVP, LGBTQH hate crime
murders in 2011 totaled to 30,
the highest in 14 years.
But is this an increase in the
crime, or an increase in reports
of the crime?
So far this year at WKU, there
have been 23 assaults reported
to campus police.
Ricky Powell, the crime prevention officer at WKU, has
worked at WKU for the past 15
years. Of the 23 assaults, Powell said none were hate-crimerelated.
Powell said he thinks many
crimes go unreported due to
embarrassment but strongly believes embarrassment
should not stop the report.
“If someone thinks they’ve
been a victim of a hate crime,
report that,” Powell said. “(Perpetrators) are capable to do
that to others.”
Steve Briggs, assistant director of Housing and Residential
Life, comes into contact with
student disputes before they

escalate to WKU police.
“I have indeed, in the 20
years of student life, had that
(LGBTQH hate crimes) for
sure,” Briggs said. “We have
some pretty uncivil students.”
Briggs said that when HRL is
made aware of a hate crime,
they “address it.”
Like Powell, Briggs can’t
force everyone to report
crimes, but he said he hopes
the victims of hate crimes
would report what happened.
When it comes to prevention, activism and council,
there are nationwide organizations dedicated to the
LGBTQH community. Here
at WKU, Student Identity
Outreach (SIO) serves as a
support group that faces the
many prejudices students experience on campus.
“There have certainly been
many instances of disrespect
and harassment, verbal and
otherwise, that I have heard
about and that were directed
towards students’ sexual orientations,” said Kelley Smith,
president of SIO and a Nashville senior, in an email.
“One of the reasons we feel
that SIO is an important student organization is that it
serves as a safe space where
people can come and be accepted for who they are, and
it’s a place where they don’t
have to face harassment or the
types of hate crimes we hear
about in the news,” Smith said.
As for solving the problem of
hate crimes, there is no solid
answer. Steps can be taken by
reporting hate crimes, which

Corbin senior Kevin Worthy and his former boyfriend were harassed
and assaulted in 2010 while holding hands near campus. A group
of men in a truck yelled and threw things at the couple. “I was very
angry,” Worthy said. “I couldn’t believe that they did that to us.” The
attackers were never identified. CONNOR CHOATE/HERALD

may be the reason for the
highest amount of LGBTQH
murders reported in 14 years,
according to the NCAVP.
Allies against bullying can
also speak out against discriminatory behavior observed in
public or simply change the
way certain words are used.
“People don’t realize when
they use ‘That’s gay,’ it contin-

ues stereotypes,” Worthy said.
“They don’t realize the impact
of it … I don’t think there’s a
single gay man I know who
hasn’t, at one point, had something yelled at them for doing
something anyone else can
do.”
In Worthy’s case, it was
something as simple as holding hands.

New year means new trends, opportunities

ZIRCONIA ALLEYNE
DIVERSIONS@WKUHERALD.COM

As the semester comes to a
close, so does my college career. Sayonara to four-anda-half years of shooting the
breeze, meeting new people,
preparing for the professional
world and taking style risks
that can only be taken while in
college.
That being said, as I graduate
and the New Year approaches,
I’ve decided that I’m not making any “resolutions.” I never
have, so why start now? However, I am vowing to continue
what I’ve been doing — chasing my dreams of becoming
a renowned fashion writer. I
know I’m nowhere near that
yet, but I am on the road there.
This semester, I landed an in-

ternship with an online fashion publication in New York
called “Making of a Mogul,”
where I was able to interview
and write about some of the
fashion industry’s greats.
Last month, I had the pleasure of interviewing Gayle
King’s former stylist, Andre
Austin. I was super nervous,
but after talking to him and
getting my article written, I
could tell it was a big step in
the right direction.
I bet you’re wondering where
the style tips are and why am
I talking about my amazing
internship. Well, fashion (like
many other things) is all about
taking risks. Everything is subjective, from how popular a
trend will be to how successful
a certain designer’s collection
was. But the overreaching idea

is to try out whatever grand
idea comes to mind.
This semester, I launched
Chic Chicks with two aspiring
fashion writers on campus.
We took an idea that had been
brewing for a while and made
it our own. Whether or not it
was successful is for each of us
to decide.
Now, as I move on to a new
chapter in my life, I hope that
you chic chicks across campus will remember some of
the style tips we brought you.
But just in case, here are a few
to take with you into the New
Year:
•
Be ready for anything.
Trends change with the seasons, so don’t get stuck wearing
one style or color for too long.
That’s just boring, and “ain’t
nobody got time for that.”

Monta Reinfelde, Zirconia Alleyne and Amber Plunkett JABIN
BOTSFORD/HERALD

•
Always dress your
best. Let’s face it: People are
judgmental, especially when
it comes to dress. You never
know when a phenomenal
opportunity will present itself.
Don’t let a lazy day hold you

back from presenting your
best self.
•
And again I’ll say, take
risks. I think I’ve beaten that
idea into the ground. So, you
know what to do — be you and
stick to it.

Finals Week Extended Hours
at Helm-Cravens Library
Sunday, December 9
1 pm - 2 am
Monday - Thursday
7:45 am - 2 am
Enjoy complimentary coffee & pastries
S, M,W,TR, 10pm - 2am, courtesy of Aramark!
Computer lab - open all hours
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in

Up Girls

Tessa Duvall DEMETRIUS FREEMAN/HERALD

How to:
the no-plan pin
TESSA DUVALL

bon was 99 cents. I also got a four-pack
of large, gold jingle bells for $2. The
whole project cost under $8, which is
No matter how easy the pin looks, it good, because I’m broke.
always needs to come with directions.
I decided to keep the frame gold but
I didn’t realize I felt this way until I sat just paint over the scratched-up surdown to make a picture frame wreath face. However, I realized after a couple
on Wednesday.
of quick sprays, my paint wasn’t an
It seemed simple enough: take the opaque metallic. Instead, it was very
back and glass out of a picture frame, fine gold flecks. Not glitter, but not a
paint it and throw some ribbon on it solid coating of paint.
and hang ornaments or bells in the
It was just enough to cover the dingmiddle. Bam. That’s it.
ed-up surface and add a nice shimmer
The first pin
to the frame. I
I found linked
did about five
to a blog entry
coats to really
'Fine, I’ll wing it,' I
with photos of
cover it. (But
thought.
lots of Christobviously you
mas
crafts.
won’t
have
That
usually
doesn’t
When I clicked
this problem
on the image
end well.
if you buy
of the wreath,
opaque paint,
— Tessa Duvall
instead of a
unlike me.)
Pin up Girl
how-to, I was
While the
sent back to Pinterest on the exact pin frame was drying, I put the bells on
I had literally just clicked on. That was strands of green ribbon I had left over
from a previous project. I cut the ribuseless.
The next pin I found had lots of pic- bon at different lengths so they would
tures of the finished product taken at be staggered when hanging up.
In hindsight, I wish I had cut those
caddy-corner angles and talked about
what materials were used, but it was ribbons longer and just tied them to the
nothing that I couldn’t tell by looking at frame, but instead I glued them with
Tacky Glue — a lot of Tacky Glue.
the photos. So that was also useless.
After that dried, which took hours, I
Caitlin promised I would spread holiday cheer in this week’s Pin Up, and put the final big red bow on it, and I was
done.
dang it, I will give you holiday cheer.
Luckily, this pin is simple and fast.
'Fine, I’ll wing it', I thought.
I can guarantee you will spend more
That usually doesn't end well.
I bought a tacky gold picture frame time waiting on things to dry than actuwith some obnoxious pink and green ally working on the craft.
flower print for $2.75 at Goodwill. A
I’m still kind of annoyed there wasn’t a
small can of spray paint from Michaels better tutorial, because you can always
was less than two bucks after a 40 per- learn from someone else’s trials and ercent off coupon, and red-and-gold rib- rors,. Usually mine.
EDITOR@WKUHERALD.COM

“

“

INTERNATIONAL FOODS

International students often have a
tough time finding cultural foods that taste
authentic at local restaurants. For many,
their alternative is
cooking it at home. But

sometimes things can
get a little smoky.
“Every time they
cook Indian food or
Pakistani food, we
smell the smoke coming from their apartment,”
said
Hiep

Nguyen, a graduate
student from Vietnam.
“It’s very spicy…the
smell of onions, the
smell of chilis.”
For the rest of the
story, visit wkuherald.
com.

Finals Week

Transit Schedule
On Line Now
www.wku.edu/transportation
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VOLLEYBALL

WKU receives national honors
ELLIOTT PRATT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

WKU’s volleyball season may be over,
but recognition for the Lady Toppers’
season isn’t.
Coach Travis Hudson has been
named a finalist for the American Volleyball Coaches Association Division
I Coach of the Year award. The AVCA
also named Hudson the South Region
Coach of the Year.
Hudson, who was named 2012 Sun
Belt Conference Coach of the Year last
month, said credit for the nomination
goes to his players.
“I’m honored to be named Region
Coach of the Year and a National Coach
of the Year finalist,” Hudson said. “Every coach is a product of the kids on the
court, and it was such a dream year for
us. I’m just so grateful to our players for
buying in to what WKU volleyball is all
about.”
Hudson previously was awarded the
Region Coach of the Year in 2002 and
2005.
The National Coach of the Year will be
presented at the 2012 Jostens Coaches

Honors Luncheon Dec. 13 at the 2012
AVCA Annual Convention in Louisville.
Along with Hudson, senior outside
hitter Jordyn Skinner and junior setter Melanie Stutsman have earned AllSouth Region honors by the AVCA.
WKU has now placed at least two
players on the All-South team for the
third year in a row.
Skinner finished her career with the
Lady Toppers ranking in the top 10 in
multiple categories, including sets and
matches played, kills and kills per game.
She led the Lady Toppers with 356 kills
and 40 service aces.
Stutsman is a two-time first-team AllSun Belt Conference player and earned
the Most Outstanding Player award at
this year’s Sun Belt Tournament. The
setter averaged 11.29 assists per set,
good enough for first in the conference
and 22nd in the nation.
“I’m really excited for both of those
kids,” Hudson said. “This is a year that I
think we had numerous kids that could
have achieved that level of success, but
those two are very deserving and were
certainly a big part of why we were successful.”

TRACK

Indoor begins season this weekend
JONAH PHILLIPS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

The 2012-13 indoor
track season is set to begin Saturday when the
Toppers travel to Murfreesboro, Tenn., for
the Middle Tennessee
Christmas Invitational.
Senior Joseph Chebet
and junior David Mokone, who just finished
strong cross country seasons, will hit the track for
WKU.
Other athletes will be in
action for the first time
this academic year.
Junior sprinter Marcus
Winstead finished third
last year in the 400-meter dash at the Sun Belt
Indoor Championships.
Coach Erik Jenkins expects similar results this
year.
“Marcus will be a big
and immediate contrib-

utor for us this season,”
Jenkins said.
Jenkins also predicted
big things from sophomore jumper Cyrus
Johnson.
“When our competition’s eyes notice the
work and hours we put
in practice, their jaws
will drop,” Johnson said.
“This year, the coaching
staff prepared more than
just a team — they are
preparing NCAA champions.”
The Lady Topper squad
will travel into Murfreesboro looking for a new
leader to arise. Sophomore Karleigh Parker,
junior Gelela Cooley, and
senior Sharika Smith will
all hope to turn heads.
Parker — a pole vaulter — set and re-set the
WKU record books in her
first year on the Hill and
is looking to feed off the
success she found last

year.
“The coaching staff is
doing a tremendous job
preparing us,” Parker
said, “They pushed us
very hard both in the
weight room and running workouts.”
Younger team members look up to Smith,
who already gained AllAmerica honors in her
career once.
“I look up to Sharika
because she’s been AllAmerican, and that’s
something I want to accomplish before I graduate,” Cooley said.
Jenkins said WKU is
ready for this weekend’s
invitational.
“We are going to
take advantage of our
strengths, take the competition meet by meet,
and do everything we
can to be successful in
the conference championship,” Jenkins said.

Oldham, Rascoe to receive honors
HERALD STAFF
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

Former WKU player and coach John
Oldham and former player Bobby Rascoe will both be honored at E.A. Diddle
Arena in late December.
The court at Diddle Arena will named
“John Oldham Court” at the WKUFlorida International game on Dec. 27.
Rascoe will have his jersey retired in a
ceremony at the North Texas game on
Dec. 29.
Rascoe will join Oldham, Diddle, Jim
McDaniels and others in becoming the
seventh WKU player or coach to have
his jersey retired.
“John Oldham and Bobby Rascoe personify the word ‘success,’ and each has
made a tremendous impact on WKU’s
glorious basketball history,” Athletics
Director Todd Stewart said in a statement.
Oldham earned All-American honors
as a player in 1949. In four years of playing for the Toppers, he became a mem-

ber of WKU’s 1,000-Point Club, scoring
1,006 points.
He led the Toppers to three NIT appearances, four conference championships and 102 wins.
Oldham returned to WKU in 1964 to
take over the coaching job upon Diddle’s retirement.
He went 146-41 in seven years as
coach of the Toppers, leading them
to five postseason trips, including the
1971 Final Four. Oldham also served as
WKU’s AD from 1971-86.
Rascoe played with the Toppers from
1960-62, helping them to three league
titles and two trips to the NCAA Tournament Sweet 16.
Rascoe ranks ninth on WKU’s all-time
scoring list with 1,687 points. Only McDaniels, the school’s all-time leading
scorer, scored more points than Rascoe
in three seasons of action.
The Owensboro native earned AllAmerican honors after the 1962 season
and was later an assistant on coach Jim
Richards’ staff from 1974-78.
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Central Michigan players to watch

ERIC FISHER

JUSTIN CHEROCCI

TITUS DAVIS

ZURLON TIPTON

No. 79, Left Tackle,6foot-8-inch, 305 pounds
• Received First-Team
All-Mid-American Conference honors
• Named team Offensive
Upfront Co-Player of
the Year
• Anchored an offensive
line that averaged 6.2
yards per play, second
best in MAC

No. 41, Linebacker,
6-foot, 231 pounds
• Leads the team with
124 tackles on the season
• Named team Co-Defensive Player of the
Year
• Has reached doubledigit tackles in seven
games this season

No. 84,Wide Receiver,
6-foot-2-inches, 190 pounds
• Named to the All-MAC
Second Team
• Received the team CoOffensive Player of the
Year Award
• Recorded a career-high
208 receiving yards and
tied a career-high 10
catches against Western
Michigan on Nov. 3

No. 34, Running Back,
6-foot-1-inch, 219 pounds
• Currently ranked 13th
in the nation for rushing
yards (1,391) and tied for
sixth in rushing touchdowns (19)
• Named to the All-MAC
Second Team
• Rushed for a careerhigh 243 yards and three
touchdowns off of 37
carries against Akron on
Oct. 27

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
record, including consecutive 7-5 seasons, guided
WKU to its first FBS bowl
game and become a target
for several big universities
seeking a new coach.
Word travels fast on the Internet, and rumors surfaced
on Twitter as early as Monday that several major universities with head coaching vacancies were targeting
Taggart.
The school that has come
up in the most reports
is South Florida. Taggart
would seem like a natural
candidate for the school,
which is located in Tampa, Fla. He played football
at nearby Manatee High
School and recruits heavily
from the area.
Taggart said some of those
rumors on the Internet
caused him to talk to his
team about the speculation

BOWL

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

In its first bowl berth, a WKU
team that finished in the middle of the Sun Belt standings
will face a CMU team that finished near the middle of the
Mid-American Conference (66, 4-4 MAC).
The Toppers and Chippewas
were two of the last teams invited to bowl games, but they
got to this point by closing the
regular season on totally dif-

before Wednesday’s practice.
“I saw all the stuff on Twitter, too,” Taggart said.
Senior tight end Jack
Doyle, who has been voted a
team captain the past three
seasons, said the Toppers
have no reason to pay attention to any of the talk as they
prepare for the postseason.
“Right now, that’s just
rumor and speculation,”
Doyle said. “It’s nothing we
can pay attention to.”
Peterson said with the
bowl game looming, the
Toppers have to focus on
the things they can control
— including the next three
weeks of practice.
There’s no reason to stress
over a situation they can’t
control, he said.
“It’s only going to go one
way,” Peterson said. “He’s either going to be here or not.
We really can’t control that.
And from the looks of things,
he’s going to be here.”

ferent notes.
WKU had a hot start to the
year and looked like it could
contend for a conference title
until losing three of its last four
games.
CMU on the other hand,
didn’t become bowl-eligible
until the last week of the season. The school had to win its
last three games and four of its
last five to secure a .500 record
and a shot at a bowl game.
Momentum may not mean
much, though, with both
teams waiting more than a
month between their last regu-

AHEAD
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VICTORY

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

“The game shouldn’t have been like
that in the beginning,” Kaspar said. “In
the end, a win is a win, so we’re happy.”
Harper said those issues shooting free
throws may come back to bite the Toppers if they don’t get better. WKU hit just
9 of 18 foul shots on the night.
“At some point, we’ve got to shoot
free throws better,” he said. “There’s not
enough time in the day for us to shoot
more in practice. We’re doing everything
I think possible.”
WKU’s last game before finals week will
be a battle at 3 p.m. Saturday in Diddle
against IUPUI.
Harper said he expects a good game
from the Jaguars, who beat the Toppers
84-76 last season in Indianapolis.
“They’re going to be excited to play,”
Harper said. “It’s a game we need to win
— right as we head into finals week, to
finish this thing off and be 8-2 and knock
finals out next week.”

teams have put up impressive
numbers offensively in the
second half. Any time WKU
responded, both opponents
answered with scores themselves to sustain comfortable
leads.
Freshman point guard
Micah Jones said after the
Vanderbilt loss that not getting over the hump in the sec-

could get it back where we
wanted it.”
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
Heard understands that
a team this young must go
through growing pains but
turnovers.
said she’s astonished by the
Going into Thursday, the
progress already made.
Lady Toppers have been bet“The growth every day never
ter than their opponents in
ceases to amaze me,” Heard
the turnover margin by five
said. “The kids have a will to
per game. They forced 22
fight and continue to fight.
against the Commodores
We’re not perfect.
Tuesday night.
We turn it over. We
Govan said afterdo everything, and
ward that the Lady
those are things
Toppers plan to
You can’t get down,
we’re going to have
use that advantage
because we played hard to keep working on
through out the
— taking care of the
year.
and got those stops.
ball, being able to
“We’re a defensive
guard, understand
team,” Govan said.
— Micah Jones
situations like time
“We said at the bePoint guard
and score.
ginning of the year
“But I’ll take all of
we were going to get
that with the effort
into people and guard. That’s
ond half was “heartbreaking.” they’re giving this coaching
what we do every night.”
“You can’t get down, be- staff.”
One issue still hurting the
Lady Toppers is an inability to cause we played hard and got
—WKU’s game Thursday
close out tough home games. those stops,” Jones said. “We
WKU has lost twice this year at made some short runs, and against Morehead State was
E. A. Diddle Arena, falling to Il- then they’d come down and played after the Herald’s press
hit a dagger, which was kind deadline. For a recap, visit
linois State and Vanderbilt.
In both games, the opposing of heartbreaking. We never wkuherald.com.

“

lar-season game and the Little
Caesars Bowl.
Junior running back Antonio
Andrews said Wednesday that
a few days off from practice
already have him feeling refreshed.
“This week, I was able to
catch my legs, and I feel refreshed,” he said. “I’m ready to
go. I feel like it’s Week One.”
Andrews has had himself
quite a season, rushing for
1,614 yards and picking up
2,977 all-purpose yards, currently good for No. 3 in NCAA
history.

“

TAGGART

PAGE

He will have some serious
competition at the same position on the other side of the
field. CMU running back Zurlon Tipton has picked up 1,396
yards and 19 touchdowns on
the ground this year, while
ranking No. 15 in the nation in
rushing yards per game.
“They’re going to run the
ball and try and hit us in the
mouth,” senior safety Kareem
Peterson said.
With the game on Dec. 26
at 6:30 p.m. CST, the Toppers
have just less than three weeks
to practice and prepare for the

Chippewas.
Taggart said he plans to work
on improvement across the
board in practice before he
starts to prepare his team for
CMU’s style of play.
“Right now, we’re really going
to get back to the fundamentals of just playing football and
tackling and lining up right,
playing technique football and
some things you don’t really
get to work on during the season,” Taggart said. “We got a lot
of time to work on it now and
be ready for the game.”

COMPLIMENTARY
BREAKFAST
December 10th
7:00 am - 9:30 am
@
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sports
FOOTBALL

Taggart
speculation
not bothering
Toppers

‘a win is a win’

LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

Reports about coach Willie Taggart’s
future may have reached a fever pitch
in the past few days, but Topper players are convinced the rumors aren’t
going to bother the team as they prepare for the first bowl game in school
history.
Taggart didn’t go into detail on the
issue at practice Wednesday but said
he had spoken to his players about
the speculation.
Whatever he said, it sounds like the
Toppers have taken it to heart. Senior
safety Kareem Peterson said WKU has
enough to think about while the team
prepares for the Little Caesars Pizza
Bowl.
“We’re playing in a bowl game — the
school’s first ever bowl game,” Peterson said. “Stuff like that, we can’t control, and we need to avoid and focus
on what we’ve got Dec. 26 in Detroit.”
WKU hired former Topper quarterback Taggart in Nov. 2009 after he
served as the running backs coach at
Stanford for three years.
He took over a program that had
just become a full FBS member and
was 2-22 in the past two seasons.
Since then, he has compiled a 16-20
SEE TAGGART PAGE 9

FOOTBALL

Toppers
counting down
days to bowl

Sophomore forward George Fant loses the ball after running into Southern Illinois forward Dantiel Daniels during the game
Wednesday night at Diddle Arena. The Tops won 58-57. IAN MAULE/HERALD

Toppers learn from
ugly SIU victory
LUCAS AULBACH

LUCAS AULBACH

SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

While WKU players spend the week
studying tape of Central Michigan
and preparing for the Chippewas,
Topper fans can get ready for the
game with a quick geography lesson.
WKU is almost 500 miles away from
Detroit, the site of the Little Caesars
Pizza Bowl on Dec. 26.
CMU, however, will have to travel
just 155 miles to get to Ford Field,
where the bowl will be played.
The issue of traveling distance may
imply that the crowd at the Little Caesars Bowl will be in favor of the Chippewas. Coach Willie Taggart hopes
the stands will be full of WKU red,
though.
“We’re going to have a lot of Hilltopper fans there, too,” Taggart said
at practice Wednesday. “They better
watch out. We did it to FIU — we had
more fans there. Why not Detroit?”
When the Toppers hit the field in
Detroit, it will be the first time in
school history WKU (7-5, 4-4 Sun Belt
Conference) has played in an FBS
bowl.
Taggart said that thought is still
sinking in.
“I just asked our guys earlier, ‘Do
you ever sit back and tell yourself,
“We’re going bowling,”?’” he said.
“Because I do — a lot.”

WKU’s win over Southern
Illinois Wednesday wasn’t
pretty.
The game featured 24 turnovers to 18 assists and several missed opportunities for
both teams at the end.
But when the final Saluki
shot bounced out as time
expired, senior guard Jamal
Crook and the Toppers could
relax — they left E.A. Diddle
Arena with a 58-57 win.
Crook said that while the
Toppers could have played
better, a subpar performance
won’t count against them in
the standings as long as they
get away with a win.
“I thought we played good
throughout the game at
some points, but sometimes
you’ve got to get an ugly win
like this,” he said.
Coach Ray Harper was also
pleased with the game’s result.
He said the Toppers didn’t
play a perfect game, citing

50 percent shooting from the
free-throw line and missed
field goals as examples. However, they did enough to win.
“I’ve always been a firm
believer in you can learn lessons from winning just like
you can from losing — I’d
rather learn them from winning,” Harper said. “We did
some good things.”
The loss of two important
players forced the Toppers to
improvise on defense in the
last few minutes Wednesday.
Sophomore guard T.J. Price
and junior forward O’Karo
Akamune both suffered
sprained right ankles in the
last five minutes of the second half.
As of Herald press time, the
extent of the injuries has yet
to be announced.
The two players had been
an important part of the
WKU effort up to that point.
Price had a game-high 17
points, and Akamune, who
exerted himself in the paint
during the stretches he

played, had six points and six
rebounds.
Harper called Akamune
and Price the two best defenders on the team and
said he wasn’t sure how his
remaining players would respond. WKU had a one-point
lead when Akamune left with
two minutes to go.
“They’re gone, so we’re having to try and figure out some
things quick and on the fly,”
he said.
While the Toppers were
able to pull out a tight onepoint win, sophomore guard
Kevin Kaspar said if they
would’ve played better, they
wouldn’t have been in that
position coming down the
stretch.
Kaspar, for instance, missed
the first shot of a one-andone with 23 seconds to go,
giving the ball back to the Salukis. Crook missed two free
throws with six seconds left,
which gave SIU one more
chance at stealing a win.
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WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

Heard’s Lady Toppers ahead of schedule
ELLIOTT PRATT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

It hasn’t taken long for
WKU to start winning under
first-coach Michelle ClarkHeard.
WKU stands at 3-0 in the
Sun Belt Conference after
being picked to finish near
the bottom of the league in
the preseason polls. Sophomores Chastity Gooch, a
forward, and Alexis Govan,
a guard, have flourished in

Heard’s system.
Going into the team’s game
against Morehead State
Thursday, Govan led the
team with nearly 20 points
per game. She also ranked
30th in the nation in free
throws, shooting 91 percent.
Before Tuesday night’s
77-67 home loss against
Vanderbilt, Gooch was one
of three players in the nation
to score double-doubles in
every game in the season.
Heard said the pair’s will

to improve is “incredible” to
her.
“Alexis watches when she
turns the ball over,” Heard
said. “Chastity watches with
me so I can show how she
can help this team defensively. They’ve committed
to what we want to do here,
and I’m happy they’ve had
success early.”
WKU has also done well in
both forcing and avoiding
SEE AHEAD PAGE 10

Franklin sophomore forward Chastity Gooch (30) attempts to score
past Vanderbilt senior forward Tiffany Clarke at the WKU vs. Vanderbilt women’s basketball game Dec. 4. SETH FISCHER/HERALD

